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at prices undreamt of by Egyptian agriculturists.1
Then Egypt began to count up imaginary losses of the
preceding year, and politicians spoke of Great Britain's
control as impudent robbery, and indicative of the
suffering of their country under a Protectorate. But
Egyptians did not take into account the changed
conditions of the world. In the winter of 1919-20
a period of inflated business had set in, and European
factories were prepared to pay any price for raw
material. Egypt, seller of cotton, shared in that brief
era of prosperity.

It is unnecessary to enumerate the safeguards pro-
vided under the control for the protection of the
respective interests of purchaser and producer. It is
sufficient to state that the Cotton Commission formed
on the 17th June 1918 bought and resold all cotton
arriving at Egyptian ports.2 Of the many controls set
up in Egypt during the War, none operated so smoothly
as that of cotton. Many conditions favoured this
result. Cultivators had no wish to hold up their
produce : commercial agencies handling the business
side were satisfied with their profits: and buying was
brisk. Yet part of the success was directly attributable
to the fact that each member of the Commission was
a recognized authority, either in the financial or in
the cotton world. The Commission enjoyed almost
complete independence. The Army did not meddle :
His Majesty's Government stood aloof : and Egypt
was placated by preserving the right to nominate the
Chairman of the Control. Thus it came about that
the Commission was unhampered with the dead weight

1  In the early winter of 1919-20 Egyptian cotton touched the
remarkable price of 200 dollars a kantar.   The annual crop, it may be
said, produces usually about 6,000,000 kantars.

2  It was not the first control in Egypt in connexion with cotton.
On the 12th August 1917 a Cotton Seed Board had been established
to purchase, store, and ship the quantities of seed required by Great
Britain.